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A note from your Pastor

[image: image2.jpg]


   Many people have expressed concern that I may be burning myself out.  Let me assure that this is not happening.  It is true the number of activities have picked up, but I have had an excellent Staff.  Helen has been a wonderful secretary, Carol has filled in a lot of gaps.  I never worry about the physical building with Wayne as our Janitor, and Judy is the perfect girl Friday.  Dale and Deacon Paul have both been excellent support, and there are many parishioners who are willing to spearhead a project.  Both the Parish Council and Finance Council have been very active; which all means I can focus in on my priestly ministry, and I can tell you that St. Joseph is a great parish to be a priest.  That doesn’t mean you don’t have to pray for me.  I feel each of those prayers as I walk across the intersection to unlock the doors in the morning.  I promise that if you keep supporting me, I will keep ministering to you.

A Cry for Help
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   Part of the Sacramental Journey Process for the school age children is to have a “Secrets of the Church tour every Parent/Child evening.  During that time they learn about different things in the church: Stations of the Cross, Altar, Tabernacle, Holy Water, etc.  Since there are a number of children it is essential that we maintain the proper child/parent ratio for Protocol.  Presently we have 3 volunteers helping with the program, but we are in need of 4-5 more volunteers who would help chaperone for ½ hour.  Volunteers may want to combine it with praying the Rosary on the Monday nights, when there is a mtg.  If you are interested please contact Fr. Jim at (306) 764 4942.

Children attending Public Schools

   Some of our parish children are not able to get to a Catholic School and are being educated in Public Schools.  Although these are good schools, the children are not getting any religion or catechism classes.  If your child is in a public school and you are interested in catechism classes for them, please call Fr. Jim at 306 764-4942

Children’s Liturgy

    After an extended hiatus due to COVID and the consolation of teachers, Children’s Liturgy has restarted during the Sunday 10:00am Mass.   For the past few months I have been calling the children up, (grade 2 and younger) so they can worship God in a much simpler way.  The children and leaders go downstairs during part of the service and return to pray the Lord’s Prayer with the rest of the community.  

    During Lent we introduced a donation box exclusively for children, and we are encouraging parents to give the children a coin to put into the box, when they return from the basement, or at the time of the offertory.  The proceeds from the box will go towards sponsoring a child through the charity CHALICE.  In this way our children, will help other children who are in need.  Please be patient with us as we experience growing pains, and please be generous with your time as we need many teachers/leaders.
Moving the Tabernacle
During COVID Fr. Aberto chose to celebrate daily Mass in the Stillness Chapel.  To do so he moved the tabernacle into the corner of the chapel.  Fr. Jim would like to move it back to its place of prominence, in the center.  If you have any feelings about this please talk to him or one of the PPC members.

Two Important upcoming Events

1--A Note on Palliative Care

   As people of faith in Christ, horizons of hope open before us when we gather around the sick and the dying. Families, friends, parish communities and health care professionals, together, all play an important role to care for and accompany those in need of palliative care that recognizes the dignity of the human person.

   When confronted with a life-limiting diagnosis, we can find ourselves in an unfamiliar and even frightening situation. These moments are usually marked by having to make numerous practical decisions surrounding care and support for loved ones and ourselves. More often than not, such decisions require moral discernment through the lens of our Faith. We believe in the dignity and sacredness of human life at all stages, from conception to natural death. At the same time, our faith does not demand that life is to be sustained at all costs.

   As Catholics, our faith in Jesus Christ has much to teach us about living and dying well. Horizons of Hope: A Toolkit for Catholic Parishes on Palliative Care is designed to help each of us – caregivers, the sick and dying and family members – to find support and concrete assistance.

   To help Parishes develop a Palliate Care Ministry the Deanery is organizing a workshop on Friday/Saturday, April 12/13 from 10:00am to 3:00pm at St. Mark Parish.  Please plan on attending, and let Fr. Jim know that you are coming.  Horizons of Hope seeks to: 1) Empower and educate parishioners by addressing questions surrounding palliative care, dying, death, suffering, accompaniment, and bereavement in a holistic fashion.  2) Present high-quality content that explores how palliative care is understood from a perspective of Catholic moral and pastoral theology, medical expertise and the Compassionate Community model.  3) Facilitate meaningful conversations together so that our parishes and families become Compassionate Communities, grounded in the mercy and tenderness of the living Christ.
   Horizons of Hope is designed for: 1) Those seeking to learn more about palliative care and Catholic Church teaching on end-of-life. 2) Caregivers, 3) Persons who have recently been diagnosed with a terminal illness, 4) Family members who need resources and guidance as they journey with a loved one who is seriously or terminally ill; and 5) Parishioners and pastoral care teams who want to form a Compassionate Community program.

2--Called and Gifted Event
   Christmas is over and Lent has begun, but we all have gifts that need to be opened and discovered.  The Diocese is organizing a Called and Gifted, in person event, on Saturday, April 6, at St. Joseph Parish, which will continue with a ZOOM event on Sunday, April 7.  Please plan on attending, and discover the many gifts God has given you.
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Celebrations in Lent and Easter 

1--Parish Reconciliation Services

Sacred Heart - Wed Feb 28
- 7:00pm

St. Mark 
- Thurs Feb 29 - 7:00pm

St. Joseph
- Tues Mar 5
- 7:00pm

St. James
- Wed Mar 6
- 7:00pm

St. Michael
 Thurs Mar 7
- 7:00pm

2--Holy Week

Sat/Sun Mar 23/24  - Palm Sunday
- Regular Mass

Tues Mar 26 – 6:30pm Chrism Mass at SHC -all welcome
Thurs March 28       - Holy Thursday

- 7:30pm

Fri Mar 29
         - Good Friday

- 3:00pm

Sat Mar 30
         - Easter Vigil

- 7:30pm

Sun Mar 31
         - Easter Sunday 10:00 & 7:30pm

3--Lenten Lunches

    After a long hiatus due to COVID, the Lenten Lunches will resume at the United Church.    They will be on Thursdays’ during Lent, from 12:00 to 1:00pm.  Please take time to come, enjoy good fellowship and good food.

4--Stations of the Cross during Lent 

    On Fridays during Lent, at 7:00 p.m. different groups will be praying the Stations of the Cross.  Please come as we pray with Jesus on his Passion.

5--Holy Thursday Collection

    Our Holy Thursday Celebration is on March 28 at 7:30pm.  In the past, we have always tried to donate the Holy Thursday Collection to worthwhile Charities.  This year we would like to split the collection between Catholic Family Services and the Rose Garden Hospice.  With so many families undergoing stress, this seems most timely.  Please be generous!
6--Good Friday

Our Good Friday celebration will be March 29th at 3:00 p.m., the same time of day Jesus died on the cross.  On that day there will be a Pontifical Collection for the Holy Land in support of the Christian communities, to fund the Christian works of the Holy Land, the upkeep of the Holy Sites, and the formation of future priests.  It is also a day when we pray for peace in Jerusalem and in all the Middle East.  Please join us!

A Note about Planned Giving
    The three traditional Lenten Penances are: Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.  I would like to make a few comments about Almsgiving.  For many years Catholics comprised the majority of the population; and most people attended Sunday Mass.  With so many people attending, each parishioner only had to give a little, and it would be sufficient to cover all the expenses.  However, as we all know, costs have gone up and attendance has gone down.  Traditionally, Catholics have been very poor at giving to their church, but very good at giving to other charities.  I would like you to consider thinking of your parish as a charity, and increase the amount you are offering each week.  If you are giving $5.00, consider giving $7.50, if you are giving $10.00 consider giving $15.00, if you are giving $20.00, consider giving $30.00…and so on.  In 2023, we had a very good year, but we still ended up $9,126 in the red.  
    Secondly I would like to tell you one advantage of using collection envelopes.  When you use envelopes, or use direct deposit, the parish is able to issue an Income Tax receipt.  When filing your yearly Income Tax, the formula is such about 15% (up to $200), or about 30% (over $200) of the money you give to charity, allows you get tax credit.  So if you give $500 to St. Joseph, you will get a tax credit of $30 (15% of $200) plus $90 (30% of next 300$) equals $120.  And then without costing you any money you can then give the church $620 the following year.  Sometimes it is advantages to re-evaluate what our offering to the church is going to be, and how we are doing it.
    As I was signing the Income Tax receipts this year, I kept a running tab on the amounts.  The chart below compares our numbers with last year.  There has definitely been an increase.  To me it is an indication that we are coming back from COVID and we are returning to your pre-COVID numbers.  This is also evidenced by the increase attendance at our Sat/Sun services.  That is GOOD NEWS!
Amount

2022
2023
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$0.00 to $100

- 61
58

$101 to $200

- 39
42

$201 to $300

- 22
28

$301 to $400

- 25
28

$401 to 500

- 19
28

$501 to $750

- 37
39

$751 to $1000

- 28
33

$1001 to $2000
- 36
42

$2001 and over
- 13
16

Total

             280    314

Bishop’s Appeal

   Our Bishop’s Appeal reflected the previous year.  Last year $45,675 was pledged by 130 families, as of Jan 31, $45,330 was pledged by 126 families. Though similar in amount, next year we will need to focus on getting new donors.  Note: Many of the parishes in our diocese did not achieve their goal.  However, the generousity of our parishioners prevailed, and we were able to surpass our covenant.  It is through the Bishop’s Annual Appeal that we are able to accomplish many of the programs that are run in the parish.  I would like to thank you for being generous.
Direct Deposit

Some Parishioners have been asking for the option of Direct Depositing their weekly collection.  This can be a convenient way of donating to the parish, as the weekly task of finding a bill to put into the envelope is done away with, and the parish is left with a steady supply of income.  If you are interested in direct deposit, please contact Helen at the parish office (306) 764-4942 and she will set you up.  It has also been noted by some, that if you are using the direct deposit method of donating, others may never see you put anything in the collection basket.  We are suggesting that you take the envelope from your box, write DD (for direct deposit) on it and drop the empty envelope into the basket.

Leaving a Legacy

Please consider remembering your parish in your will as a means of ensuring that your parish will continue being a pillar of strength for years to come.
Options

1—Remember St. Joseph Parish in your will

2—Bequeathing your life insurance to the parish

3—Weekly/Monthly Donations
St. Joseph Talent Project

     On November 19, 2023 Fr. Jim gave all parishioners, a $5.00 bill, and asked them to multiply their talents.  There have been all kinds of activities, sales, crafts and labours.  Some have already increased their talents and turned in the proceeds.  We are asking that all others, turn in their multiplied talents, by March 10—with a description of how you multiplied your talent.  The following week, March 17, the gospel is “Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a single grain. But if it dies, it bears much fruit.”  On that day Fr. Jim will talk about the ways that parishioners have multiplied their talents.  We look forward to your adventures.
What is happening with Truth and Reconciliation
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   In July of 2021, the Bishops of Saskatchewan launched the Catholic TRC Healing Response. As was announced at the time, this initiative is intended to support Indigenous-led projects that focus on healing and reconciliation in each of our dioceses. Later that fall, the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) agreed to raise $30 million dollars across Canada with the same goals in mind. Very quickly, in January of 2022, the CCCB announced the structure for collecting these funds and common criteria for discerning projects. A new national registered charity was established and named the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund (IRF). Seventy-three dioceses and eparchies across the country, including the Diocese of Prince Albert, have pledged to participate in the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund and to collectively achieve this goal.  
  This is a five-year campaign and the monies donated to the diocese for the IRF will be spent in the diocese. We hope, over time, the fund will stimulate much-needed projects that will help address some of the negative impact of colonialization and the harm caused by the Residential School system on Indigenous cultures, families, and individuals. This is about helping people to heal but it is also an opportunity for the Church to partner with Indigenous initiatives to build a stronger and healthier future together.
   Thank you! Kinanâskomitin. Marrsî. Marsı nenesthen.
    Please be sure to read Bishop Stephen complete letter that is enclosed.
   To donate to the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund please see the enclosed pledge card.  Be sure your name and address as you want it to appear on your tax receipt.
Please use the enclosed Address Label when sending in your pledge.

Roman Catholic Diocese of Prince Albert

Indigenous Reconciliation Fund

1415-4th Avenue West

Prince Albert, SK

S6V 5H1

Upcoming Events
Sun Mar 10
--Pancake Breakfast after Mass
Sun/Mon Mar 10/11--7:00pm Lenten retreat at SHC
Sun Mar 17
--St. Catherine School 

selling CO-OP Gift Cards at Mass

Tues Mar 26
--6:30pm Chrism Mass at Cathedral
                           All are welcome to attend

Sun Mar 31 
--EASTER
Sat Apr 6
--Spring DPC at St. Joseph 



   Topic: Called and Gifted



   All are invited

Fri/Sat Apr 12/13 – Horizons of Hope: 

       Palliative Care Conference at St. Mark

Sat/Sun Apr 20/21
--Blessing of the Seed

Sun Apr 28
--2:00pm 5:00pm

2 Confirmation Celebrations (due to size)
Sat May 4 
-- Face to Face Youth Rally
Mon  May 6 to Fri May 10 

--Fr. Jim at annual priests retreat
Sun May 12
--Mother’s Day & Pancake Breakfast

Sun June 2 
--10:00am Anniversary Sunday

--Pancake breakfast

--Annual meeting 
Sun June 9
--St. Joseph honoring its grads
Sat June 15
--PA Annual Street Fair
Mon June 24—Fr. Jim’s 30th Anniversary Celebration
Vocation Cross

In the last 125 years, our diocese has never raised its own priests.  Initially many of our priests came from Quebec, then Poland, and now many are from Africa, Philippines and Vietnam.  I truly believe that God would never create a Church and then not call priests and sisters to serve in that Church.  I believe that we are not encouraging our young people to pursue religious vocations.  I know personally I did not hear the word “Vocation” until I was 24 years old, and I did not consider priesthood an option until I was about 27.  Last year I was speaking to a class of grade eights.  None of them had ever heard the word “Vocation”, and none of them had even considered a religious vocation.  We need to turn this trend around.  The Church, now more than ever, needs good men and women to step up and answer the call of God. Remember “Your priest was someone else’s son; your son could be someone else’s priest.”  
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In 2023 we created the Vocation Cross Program.  The idea is to pass them to different families each week and have the family pray for an increase in Vocations to priesthood and religious life.  Please consider signing up to take the Vocation Cross home.

Milestone Wedding Anniversary Celebration

St. Joseph’s Parish is planning a Milestone Wedding Anniversary Celebration on Sunday, June 2 at 10:00am.  We would like to recognize milestone anniversaries at five-year intervals until the 50th; after the 50th, we believe that every year is a milestone and we would like to celebrate each of those every year.

For those couples who will register for the Milestone Wedding Anniversary Celebration, we will request a copy of your wedding picture and your most up to date picture of the two of you!   NOTE: We do have some pictures from past Anniversary Celebrations.

If you wish to participate, we will be proceeding with Registration starting with a weekend in May after each Mass.  Registration can also be done by contacting the Parish Office.  Watch the bulletin for more information.

Couples celebrating these milestone anniversaries will be given a ticket for a free Pancake Breakfast following the Mass, courtesy of the Knights of Columbus.  An anniversary is a time to celebrate the joys of today, the memories of yesterday, and the hopes of tomorrow.  We hope you can join us as we celebrate our Milestone Anniversaries. As we prepare for this event, please keep the following prayer in mind.

God, our Father, you have made the bond of marriage a holy mystery, a blessed sacrament of grace, and a symbol of Christ’s love for his Church.
Hear our prayers for the married couples 

     who will be participating in our Milestone     

     Anniversary Celebration.  

May their lives always bear witness 

     to the reality of that love 

     and become a sign of your presence.
Join me at the Rock Club
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My (Fr. Jim) favorite pastime when I am not working in the parish is polishing stones.  I have gone from faceting, to cabochons (which both make fine jewelry).  I have now branched off into doing stone intarsia.  Every Saturday morning, whenever I can, you would find me in the basement of the Arts Center (beside city hall).  If you would like to come and experience the wonder of rock polishing, why not join me in polishing a few stones.  Call me and ask me when I will be going down next.
Attention Men of Prince Albert! 

    We are excited to share the implementation of Brothers of St. Joseph, a new formation and fraternal opportunity for the men of Prince Albert. This men’s group exists to form and strengthen Catholic men in faith and virtue as missionary disciples by drawing them into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ through prayer, formation, and fraternity. For more information call Fr. Travis at (306) 960-2727.
Blessing of the Seed

In years gone by it was always a tradition that farmers would always bring their seed to be blessed, before they planted it.  We are inviting all farmers to bring a small sample of their seed and we are asking all gardeners to bring the seed they will be planting in their flower/ vegetable gardens, so the Lord can bless them.  (Sat/Sun Apr 20/21)  
This is also a time when you may want to plant some gourds and/or pumpkins which would be used in our Thanksgiving display.  Please let Jean Oleksuik know how many gourds/pumpkins you will be planting (306) 764-4099.


St. Joseph’s Youth Group News
Deacon Paul, Seminarian Dale and others welcome all students to a new youth group to be hosted by St. Joseph parish.  Our youth group will facilitate the establishment of meaningful relationships between mature adult believers and students for the purpose of helping the student grow in their relationship with the Lord. Our activities and events will help students grow closer to Christ.

Our aim is to

   Provide a safe place

   Have fun
   Socialize


   Work together
   Build relationships

   Serve others
   Find identity and worth
   Worship
   Find value and voice
   Pray
   Strengthen faith
Note: We will be dedicating Sunday night 7:30 Mass as a Youth Mass, beginning soon!  So watch for the first youth Mass date in the parish bulletin.
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A diocesan Youth Rally 

is being planned for 

Sat May 4th.  

Watch the bulletin

For more information

The Feast of the Child Jesus at St. Joseph Parish

    The Feast of Santo Niño is celebrated in the Philippines every third Sunday of January. Catholicism in the Philippines started through the efforts of the Spaniards and through the omnipotence of the Holy Infant Jesus, who conquered the hearts of the Filipinos.
    The evangelization in the Philippines was carried out with success through the devotion of the Filipinos to Santo Niño of Cebú, a statue of the infant Child Jesus, the oldest religious statue in the Philippines, which was given in 1521 as a baptismal gift by Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan via Antonio Pigafetta, who physically handed it to Lady Humamay, the chief consort of Rajah Humabon, along with a statue of the Virgin Mary and the bust of the Ecce Homo.
    In cooperation with the Filipinos, the parish celebrated the Feast in line with the Parable of Talents project by organizing a Filipino Brunch on the 21st of January, 2024. There were Filipino stir-fried noodles, Chicken Macaroni Soup, Longganisa (Filipino sweet style sausage), Filipino Red Hotdog, and Filipino breakfast bread or pandesal. The event turned out victorious through the support of two hundred guests from the parish and some parishioners from Rosthern who graced the fundraising event.

    After the Brunch, there was a traditional Sinulog dance. The festival is done by a dance ritual, which tells the story of the Filipino people’s pagan past and the acceptance of Christianity. The word “Sinulog” means “graceful dance,” and it all started in 1980 with a simple dance that represents the “sulog” (or current) of a river. All the guests participated and danced in, thanking for the grace of the Infant Jesus. The event was the start of a great devotion in the parish known not only in the Philippines but also in the Czech Republic, Italy, Spain and other parts of the world.

Feast Days in March/April/May/June/July

Mar 19 -St. Joseph (Our Parish feast day)

Apr 16 –St. Bernadette (Visionary at Lourdes)

Apr 25 –St. Mark the Evangelist

May 3 –Sts. Philip and James (Apostles) 

May 15 – St. Isidore (Patron of Farmers)

May 30 –St. Joan of Arc

Jun11 –St. Barnabas (Apostle)

Jun 13 –St. Anthony (Patron of lost and stolen items)

Jun 29 –St. Peter (Prince of Apostles)

Jul 3 –St. Thomas (Apostle)

Jul 11 –St. Benedict (Father of Monasticism)

Jul 25 –St. James the Greater (Apostle)

Diocesan Initiative
     A few years ago the diocese participated with the rest of the Universal Church in the World Wide Synod.  Out of that process six major areas were identified in our diocese that needed attention.  These are listed below.  As a parish we focused on # 4 “outreach” and a combination of #2 & #3, “listening to the Holy Spirit.”  Bishop Stephen looked at these and “paired them up with one of the Works of Mercy.  In the next few years you will be hearing about more of these “Works of Mercy” in our parish activities
	
	Diocesan Discerning from the Synodal Process 2021-22


	Re-Imagined as Diocesan ‘Works of Mercy'

	1
	Opportunities for listening to each other to continue healing and reconciliation in our parishes as we become more of a Church that journeys together, particularly with Indigenous brothers and sisters.
	Reconcile locally with Indigenous Peoples



	2
	Opportunities for learning how to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit as parishes and the diocese discern the path forward. 
	Listen to the Holy Spirit



	3
	Initiatives that will teach us how – with the trust in the Holy Spirit – to accompany others where they are on their faith journey, especially those who feel separated or marginalized. 
	Accompany the marginalized



	4
	Outreach to those who need support locally and globally. 
	Assist the needy here and afar

	5
	Faith formation for all age groups that focus on proclaiming the Good News and encountering Jesus Christ.
	Form believers



	6
	Ongoing formation for clergy and parish leadership to aid in the implementation of these initiatives in the areas such as Liturgy, RCIA, the new Directory for Catechesis, accompaniment, and evangelization. 
	Form leaders 
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